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and other university distinctions.1 "Educa-
tion came to be regarded by the Indian
people less and less as an end in itself and more
and more as merely an avenue either to lucrative
careers or to the dignified security of appoint-
ments, however modest, under Government, and
in either case, to a higher social status which
ultimately acquired a definite money value in
the matrimonial market."2 Both these factors
influenced secondary education, and English has
continued to occupy a prominent place in the
school curriculum to the present day.

The Government policy throughout the
period was guided by two objectives, viz, to convey
western education in its higher forms through the
medium of English, and secondly to encourage
the vernaculars.3 A duty to the vernaculars
was throughout acknowledged but it remained
only an ultimate objective. English was con-
sidered indispensable in the immediate formative

1 Despatch from the court of Directors of the East India
Company to the Governor-General  of India  in  Council
(No/ 49  dated   i9th July, 1854), paras. 73-74, in Sekctions
from "Educational Records, part II, p. 385.
2 Valentine Chirol. Indian Unrest, p. 211.
3 Report of the Calcutta  University  Commission   1917-19,
Vol. II, Part i, p. 241.